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ALASKA COM?dERCIAL FfSRERY RZG’UW’IObTS RBVISED FOR 1948 

Secretary of the Interior J. A. K&g has issued changes in regulations for the 

protection of the commercial fisheries of ASad& for 1948.. 

The new regulations are based upon investigations and recommendations of iish 

and Wildlife Service personnel, testimony presented at public be&rings conducted 

by the Service at eight places in Alaska and at Seattle, Washington, and upon 

written briefsrsubmitted by those interested in the Alaska ftshing industry. ’ 

A number of changes have been made in the general regulations appiicable in 
most sections‘ of Alaska, $he predetermined patterns of extensions and curtailment4 
of fishing seasons in Southeastern Alaska, godiak, Prince William Sound, and the 
Alaska Peninsula areas have been-eliminated. K’laxibility in the fishing seasons 
will be assured by the delegation of authority to Fish and Wildlife Service per- 
sonnel in the field to extend or curtail fiehiag seasons as conditions warrant. , 

other changes of general interest provide a minimum weight as well as a mini- 
mum length limjtation on troll cau&t king salmon. 80 salmon of this species 
measuring-less ‘than 26 inches in length or weighing 1es.s than 6 pounds when dressed 
may be taken ~qmmer~ially under the revised regulations. Hiniq limitations have 
been placed on jotter trawls with regard to auesh size, method of operation, and 
pSace of operation wit31 relation to immature halibut, Otter trawl operators also 
are required to submit periodical reports including uatch statistics. Herring 
catch quotas hpve been reduced from &OO,QOO.to 300,000 barrels in the Bodialc area, 
and increased f!rom 350,000 ta hOO,OOO barrels in Southeastern Alaska. The quota of 
150,000 barrels for the Prince William Sound area r&ins the same as in 1947. 

In the Brilatol Bay area a gqod red salmon run is eipected this year and only 
minor regulatiop changes have been made. Cpen.ing ax@ closing dates for fishing 
have been adv 

3 
ed two days to, provide an open sea8on rrom June 28 to Jul$ 28 in 

the Ugashik Di, riot, and from June q to July 25 in all other districts. %ees 
dates were in Mfect prior to the 1947 seawn. Certain waters in the Kvicw 
Wsnek Pistrict’have been fdentified as ithe Hakqek Section in order to facilitate 
the application” of special tontroi measuMs, when necessary, over the Keknek River 
-a? Additiow information is being bevelopsd at present with regard to a poac 
sible hPr+her #ange in the’#G rsgulatlons to modify the restriction on phe use 
of motor-propelled gilr net boats in BricfoJ pay. 
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In the Alaska Peninsula area seasonal restrictions in*effect prior to 1947 
have been restored except that’the fall season will open on A-St 20 instead of 
Au-St 26 in the Port Moller District, i&d on September 6 instead of August 26 in 
other waters of the BYL--~~ In order to restore depleted pink 8almon runs, closed 
areas have been ozt ?G.C;, or established near the mouths of several important Spawn- 
ing stre,ms(, Uth?r ch2~zages in this area reduce the red salmon catch quota from 
7(XJ,oo0 to 5OC;OOO in waters between Entratnce Point and Cape Seniavin, and elimi- 
nate an open area. for a trap that’ has not been occupied. 

In the Kodliak area the opening date for salmon fishing in, the Xarluk and 
General Districts has been changed from June 1 to June 10 except in waters so- 
rounding Raspberry Island, whale Island, and Afognak, &rmot,..and &uyek ISlSndsi 
where the opening date has been delayed from June 1 to July 10 to rebuild dep2eted 
red-salmon lyps. Elsewhere in the area seasonal limitation8 in effect prior to 
1947 have been restored, A total of 700,000 red salmon has been fixed as the mini- 
mum escapement to Karlu$ River, of which not less than 350,000 shall,belcounted 
through the weir prior to July 15- Closed areas around the mouths of certain pink 
salmon spawning streams have been increased to restore runs of this species. 
Other changes Specify an increase in the maximum length of salmon purse seines-fpom 
125 to 200 fathoms, and provide seasonal and 8ize limitations for the protection of 
Dungeness crab$; 

The usual even-year sett8ons for salmon-fishing have .been provided in the-cook: 
Inlet area, and a uniform closed season on rator clams, frou 3uly 10 to August 31, 
has been established for the area, 

In the Resurrection Ray area the same restrictions on,the size and operation 
of purse seines and leads have been prescribed as those in effect% in the adjacent 

“7 Prince Williams Sound area. &ovision also has been made for the registra.tion of 
fishing boats operated in Resurrection Bay after the close of the regular season in 
the Prince William Sound area on ‘bugu’st 7. / 

The opening dates for salmon fishing in the Prince William Sound area have 
been chaaged flom July 5 in each odd-numbered year and July 10 ip the even-numbered 
years to July 2: and July 20; respectively, and additional closed sections have been 
designated near the mouths of two important spawning streams. + r’ 

In order to provide additional protection to depleted red salmon’runs in the 
Copper River and Berixrg River-Icy Bay areas the total weekly closed period for 
salmon fishing prior to August 10, has been extended from fri3 to 72 hours by the a.6 
ditlon of a mid-weekly cl’oeing period fX’om 6 a,m. Wednesday to 6 8.4, !Rmrgrday of G 
each week, During this sea8on the maxirmam limitation on the use of rebsalmon gill 
nets also has been changed from 200 fathoms of net per boat to 150 fathoms for any 
individual; 

In the southeastern Alaska area a uniform season for salmon fishing, other 
than trolling, ha8 been established from &gust 9 to September 3, except in the 
Pakutat Distriat. Regulations in the Mcutat Dfstrtct are the same as for 1947. 
The puqose of the uniform season in moat of 8outheast8rn Alaska is to rebuild early 
pink-salmon mxlfs, particularly in the nathern districts-of southeastern Alaska where 
the seasons fo?erly opened two to four weeks earlier. A.uniform season will reduce 
to some extent ,the intensity of fishing operations that has resulted in the past 

\ 
from the concentration of gear in each district as the various seasons opened, It 
ha8 been emphaasjised that both the open$ng and closing dates of the uniform season 
for stzmtheaster!+ AJaska are subjeut to revision as the vs progress. Offici818 of 
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,j$; 1 the $isIi and Wildlife Service will be authorized, as in past years, to modify 
;* seasonal dates in the field whenever such changeb 4 are found necessary to permit ’ 

r?s adequate escapements. 

A number of exceptions have been made to the August 9 opening date to permi.t 
fishing prior to that time, in certain waters where species other than pink salmon 
predaminate, These sections include Tenakee Inlet, the northern section of Lynn 
Canal, %ku Inlet and Port Snettisharn, the Stikine District, and waters west of a 
line from Cape Muzon to Cape Ulitka, Fishing boats entering theee waters prior to 
August 9 are required to register with, and report catches’to, local agents of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, . 

Other changes in the southeastern Alaska area fix the closed season for 
shrimp fishing from February 15 to May 1, prohibit trolling throughout the year 
from xcy Point to and including Lituya Eay, and elimina.te six open areas for traps 

&hat have been abandoned. 
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